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Low, frated aud confulered. f bore _ 
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He exceeding great birdtrach's of che” oY 
nucd and increafing fad diſtraQions'amion 
the people of God, to the hiddrgnce'gs. 
': edificatioNtin Faith 46d 4"b0 
' charity andyetce amiobePth vas tt | 
put all the Miniſters of Chrift *o moſt"ſE#' 

- rious thoughts, in conſ{detjag tow far they” 
may; tundr the proſent-diſpedſarions of Gvd! Withotr fin;3ccafn 
modate in followitg-unqueſtionable daries; wich, *nd'undeh he 
eſtabliſhed Governinevr of the Church. *Aid' #)hough;? 
z cordial allowance. of the preſent thange, rhey'cannot yet ki 

cain,ſometbing remaining, whether'of ſcrup!e or affection, which 

makethituripleaſing, and thei? eqtcurrence with it, to ly heavy | 
vpon{rheir-ſpiries;z yet, if 'thets be found nd manifeſt tranſpreſ”  - 
fton'in concurring under the fame, in matters of uhqueſtidnable a 
dury , 'tliey - -would wiſcly'put diffetence-between gravanes | Jon: 


reth cen averſe, and che preyailing ot Sg of axvell-informs- 
<8 torſrience; (ro Which; Fo. mdf 1e38 web. pe - 
4 of conttoverſic;/ thiey- can ir wh AjaEy A GS i 

6p Eaeekire6 ehricurrehee, as a'thidgin jrſe vfull. 
Mev, who walk in the'feax of Godgnd arezealons of His honour, 
lixd need ro be rm o cher own oh AS ir carr them 
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( the ordinary fruit of ſchiſmin the Church ) as too lament» 
able experience ( whereof we carry the ſad marks to-this day 
' bath cavghew.@— @ | £ 
© _.: 1+, That there may,and oughe to be, 3 brotherly accommoda- | 

- tionandconcurrence in matters of praQtice, which are yndoubted —* 

| oo (albeir Brethren be of, different judgments anent the con-- + 
ſtirution of Meetings, or capacity of perſons that aR in theſe du- Z 
par grave andlearned men have pur it out of queſtion” Te is. 
well known, that in the Aſſembly of -Divines at Londop,accom- ; 

"64 RS was mainly laboared for (and far carried on) berween.  { 
Presbyterians and Independents , that they might concur in” |} 

- common ARings for regulating the Church , with a reſerve of :- 

Gbercy of their own. ſeveral principles. The Independents. ©}. 
thought the Precbyrerians had no judicial Authority in theſe ; 
Meetings. The Presbyterians, though accounting this an er® = / 
- rour, yet, were willing, in common unqueſtionable duties,. tro. - * 
concur with them.. Alſo, ſeveral of the moſt eminent Presby=. - -+ 
terians in Exg/axd, as Mr. Viner , Mr. Baxter and others, ac= -: 
counting of un-preaching Elders, as of an hyumage device ( as 
now the Othce of a Biſhop is.accounted of by many. Brethren ) 
Yet, not beiog,able_to actain to the exerciſe of presbyrerial Go- 
: vernment,. without the intermixture of theſe; yea, of them, | 
"2H double rhe number to preaching Presbyters in each Mectiog;, | 
L (which garethemanoverſmaying power in. the Goyernment ) 


&*-- -- porwithitaoding they did concur hy} da til Pe 


E - 'queſtionabledury. Isicooralſo well known, that 
| | Jelvesinthis Church, Brethren did ordicarily concur.in 
Bo. ; in doing, their ducics wich theſe whon 
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' wiſe men. looked; upon as yery like epiſcopal) there is hercio'a 


a& of Religion or Worſhip, more then in an Aﬀembly. May 
not much. of this be applyed to the preſent Withdrawers from 
concurrence in neceſſary duties > Adntats nomine, de te, &c, It- 
will be ſaid, there is a great diſparity between thoſe Commiſli- 
 oners and the Biſhops, who are looked on as new uowarranted 
Officers inthe Church ; and therefore, albeir there may be pow 
reaſon for withdrawing from Meetings where they are, there 
was no reaſon for withdrewibg from Aſſemblies where theſe W-- 
Commiſſioners ſate» But, (not.to. divert to adiſpurte here, oY 
whether the Office of a Biſhop be new, or unwarrantable, or A 
kefſe warrantable then the Office of theſe Commitlioners, which 
| rity, that as theſe now arc judged, ſo the other were judged. 
j the Excepters againſt them, to be in a courſe of defeRion, 
and nnlawfully officiating as members of che Aſſembly. . And - 
, yet, were theſe Quarrellers reproved for withdrawing from the 
_gencral Aſſembly upon-that account 2 -- Should nos that- reproof 
k > taken home-in the preſent caſe, by ſuch as-withdraw from -. + 
- Meetings ofthe Chruch? -why ſhould there be divers. weight» -. 
and. divers meaſures. uſed in. ſuch' parity of caſes > Again,:itis _ - ® 
-Wreeds.(page 37-) tobe n diviſive priaciple, that gen will not... 
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verte& duty; becauſe the:diretion ror fiowed fromthe authos 
- eirgof.an Aſſembly, which they could not own: It were ' good 
'thit icheſe former principles,'-were better.remembred and uſed 
inthe preſent caſe. - Furcher, the Presbyrery 'of - Edinbrog by 


+: fpeakr very ſoberly; diſclaimiog ic as\none of their principles; 
= © - - that no difterence of opinion can be ſyſfered'by:them./ We are 
, (lay they) clear, 'thar in many things of common praftice in-4 
Church, there-may be agreement: by xecommodation,thoughi 
differences of -judgimenc | remain, /&0.. Apainz ſay - they; we 
readily yield, that; as we propheſie but in part, men in a Church 
may” compoſe” debates by- putting ed ro contentions, though 
they 'be not -all of onejudgmenr; ahd therein 'we judge the. 
Apoſtle hath ſerrhe rule befote ns,-1- Comnrti. 165 A Golden 


ugmuch ſweer-peace. *'Bur,7not to infiſt upon the judgments of 
{earied men concerning the Caſe of ſubmiſſiocþto , and ating in 
ducies, with Mectings, anent the conſtitution whereof, or mem- 
bers, there may be ſome'difference in-judgmentiIf wewill hearken 
Biſhops, we ſhall” hear;;him- perſwading ro obedÞnce” upd fuls- 
ten-to by ſore Miniſters in E-g/and, who excepted againſt 
ſome cuſtomes in the difcipline and order of that Church (ther 


| Y : of Biſhops;orly ſofte-euſtoms in difciplineand ceremobits in &&- 
b- xernal order, were molt ſtoodupon, JHez( Bees Epiſt.12;)hodugh 
"IN diſliking theſe things ;yer, plainly averres to rhem, that rheſe cu- 
"= ſtommes @rc riot {a#77 moments, is that _ they _ leave 
_F their miniſtry,and by-deſertingt ir Churc given vantage to 
- 'Sathan, 'whs ſecketh vecafionitobtiogin/gtenrer nd mort das- 
perous evils'r-He wiſherh chem thereto beat what they*canfor 
come to be of the ſame mindiwirh others ;- yer , with # godly 
= concord40 reſiſt Sathany who ſecketh all 6ccalions” of: tmmule 
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Rule indeed, the praRice whereof; irrits juſt ſeaſe, mighc-briog : 
10-4 'man, greatly learn'd, 'and Known ro be no prect! friendd 


mwiflion to" them in things lawful.” ' Fheodore Beza, being writs - 


controvecfic had nor thed'riſen ſo high, -as to ſtrike ar-che' Office . 


amend,” ro' beware -of all bitrerneſs-: And atbcir they could nor 
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3- 'As to the caſe of Brethren of the former ſort; ſeveral 
things are worthy their molt ſerious conſideration, which -may 
render them ſomewhat jealous of the unwarrantableneſs of their 
preſent way. 1, Hath not the Supreme Magiſtrate (even accor- 
ding to their own principles) an unduubred power to convo* 
cate Synods when he ſees it needfull2 Never were there an 
-proteſtant Miniſters ( no nor chriſtian Miniſters ) before this 
time, who, being convocated toi a Synod or Church-meeting 
by the Soveraign Chriſtian Magiſtrate, did refoſe co come ae 
. his command; - Nor is there aby rank or degree of Subjefts that - 

 '£x0y wichour-he ſiain- of finkul diſ refuſe romect | 
— | | WG . * ” upon. 
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mand by Hi un fl, het lemating age aye < 
»- 13 JOY witFan0t ;£0, dutis. 
fully, -&c And the command 10; come, is only in.order 4-4 | Es 
required -coricurrence,/ which they  cannoc? ,45. they ſay: "5 
Is this rational, that: where. two —_— of engine "2 
arejoynd; the one hdauberdly lawfalzo lnpbopade theother, ; 
doubred-of, that SubjeRts >ſhould difpbeyr Cn 
that which is clearly lawfull, becauſe they, wr by toe un» 
- clearneſs anent obeying him: in the' other command?--Doth ic 
| not become Subjects. to - go as far. o1vin* abedience'to | full 
Authority, as; "they, -Tee they may--withoue hr 
Then it is time to ſtop when any thing is put: $0;rbem by: very 
of the Kings Command,: which-chey. clearly go they cannot 
without fin. - Had they cometo the place, it: would, pro- tanto, 
have ſhewed their reipet ro Authority, albeie- they; had 
"humbly: decdaredi theinſelves. :bound. vp, from-aRivg | by-their 
doubes.: - And yet, it may bei they will jen nd, aim 
might -lawfully have concurred in, 
there was no ground to refuſe this ;' and rhat the age kv 
#ufficieotly ſalved #beir: Conſcience. by a humble fig jon of - 
_ their:\cruple, -- as was ſaid, and yet: not; refuſed-'t0- concur. -Y 
afidoubted! duties,: for the perſpoat- -fanle Cap-chey apprebe - 5 
'of any metnber-obrhe:-Aſembly.- 3+: What groundc0 ate 
'have'for ſeparation fromrhe Syno92, Is it the wencorf 
chooſe a Moderator Or, Is ic that he that preſides, ex Biſdap 
andclaimsniore power:: then they can WS ry ek 


cn dat neous pe? Breed 64Þ be pe 6 2 
-torſhew that every eccleſiaſtical; Meetiog or - Maa 4 Þ - bY 


; preaching Elders, jo the: Meeting 2: :; As ep.the 

advine-ſcriptural Rigbt;a priviledge to chooſe. Fat own \ 
-rator?: Where:is:thereapy;Precept for thie d or Ic 
cuslh eleao ;in: Scriprupe, 2:1; all Mee of ebeles 
ries pd this: griviledge, 
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har fatlewho-conchr': the'perfonal faulroof another cannot be 
wy 21966 prov und4d? Brerhrontonchediawing foomtlicitnectfla- | 

ry Yor Ny '#r being coulidered whatmigltcbealſowed 
they, | c taling the ſcruple of rheſt'Conſcience, apawvasiabove = 

uid If I be 'only 2#6mitred to-conſukin regulating the aftairs 

rec Chuck, ina Mecting where Ichink Lfhoutdbaverqual 
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Brethren- are at a veryclezr diſadyantage in withdrawing from | 
presbyrerial Meetings, where they know theModerator doth 
not, nor-can claim more power then any of themſelves. -All 
the ground: of their not concurring with theſe Meetings, -muſt 
be, that they do not chooſe the Moderator in their particu 
Presbyreries; But he is nominate by che Biſhop\h the Sy 
nod; and'yer, in all rexfon, the authority and conſent of Biſho 
and 4, ſhould conclude any particular Presbytery.' ' Do 
not Brethren remember, that in time-of the Commiſſion of 
the Kirks culiog, prefer o1 ear laid a gray */.\ 5, I 
in matters far higher and weightier cogceroment then that; and  ' © 
roles rodrteg. mop Sk .. NOI NE]  OKIGE 2 
" But thirdly, if che Brethren refuſe to coneur with | the: Synods 
for want of unpreaching Elders there, whoſe Office they account 
of divioe inſticurion; they would rememher, char great Divines: = 
of tho. presbyterien” way,” Blowd/l, Vines, Baxter, and _ =" 
_ others look wpon theſe as iti hninatie device (and their reafodd | 
moving them, ate ' weighty”) Bug fee "them be as chey are 


AHQUEcES 1withs cir Þr ar Part yenr 
"with > x cen d from their duty (they. 
Ire- wopoled © to ke rioke. to) 'ſhall we tun from our duty, 

| perinly this being done without our favle ?- + ,- . 
A fourthithing the Brethren woyſd conſider anent their refu- 
xo concur. in Synods and P;esbyceries, before'i it was hinged 
2ts 28d. it is thiss They, have, for many years, concurred in, 
doing common duries in- Presbyteries. and Synods, wath' theſe, 
whom they looked upon as fixing a finful ſchiſme (asthe other, 
they charged them with apoſtaſic from former prigtiples,) yer, 
with' theſe they concurred in common duties, ſo-far as they 
- could ger their concurrence, and'camplained of tleit; ſeparating 
way.) when-- they - refuſed.” - And ' were they-not bound againſt 
ſchiſm and- the makers of i it, by .che. Covenant, and -, Word .of 
God. too, as againſt aoy thing elſe that is now made the Pres 

tence of ſeparation from the.) udicatories ?: : :: /; 
, .Þifthly, Brethren: would- conſider;-if - in this their oreſeat 
pradtice, they. do not. fall; ſhort of che moderation and wiſdom 
of: their worthy. Anceſtors, 'with-whom. they pretend to be of 
of che1 ſame judgment, -who chooſed rather to concur with ſuch. 
Meetings as theſe (though not ſatisfied with'their -conſtiturion} 
in gorerifige the Church, and doing nnqueſtionableduries, 
then altogether. to deſert.chem; or make a:ſchime and ruin the 
peace of the Church», . Some ſay-to-this, they. were but, men, 
. anderred in ſo doing z but they are not angels thac ſay ſo, .nor 
. Without. coger of: erring ;- they were. men of canſcignce and 
karoing, A Kanore valikero brenereed in this their:way, .then 
theſe who ſay they erred and prove.it not- , . Somealledge = 
hen e9g. TER tec of Miniſters then; and now, ypen che 
CIEITE FE ns reap Miniſters 
C 0 Jived 1 in-theſe times, and upen the 
© ' at the-time when; Biſhops 
bio pur Anceſtors dayes z: whereas | 
6V pd are. {copought, in: bur |; 
ddepe 1n Epiſco 
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the benefit which the Lord's people-might have by their good 
ifcs, (to ſay nothing of the intereſt of their families ) at ſo 

Tow a rate,.as not to have uſed all ſawfal!l means ( trying at leaſt 
upon what termes they might enjoy their Miniſtry } before 
they had fallen upen that extremity co deſert it-* If ary man 
will ſay-, it-is no [awfull mean to ſpeak with a B.ſhop in that 
mateer, chongh it _— tend to his continuance in the Miniſtry 
(and perhaps might be, 'in ſome meaſure , diſappointed in his 
fears ) he had need to examine well, whether conceit or com 
ſcience ruleth moſt there ; and to think of ir, how he can juſtify 
the deſerring of his Miniſtry , without the utmoſt eflay to hold 
it Ir muſt be confeffed , that it is a new and rare Cafe, that 
men will rather cmbrace ſuffering then once ſpeak one word to 
- perſons intruſted with power, by the Law of the Land, (what- 
' ever they be) to try at them ,upon what termes-they mighe 
be permirted to preach the Goſpel. . The comfort ( it is tobe 
feared ). of  ſnfring , npon fach an account , will not run very 
clexr. Bat, it will be ſzid;the thing that is Muck ar, is the ca». 
wonical Oath, enjoyned by Law, and which the Biſhops will re- 
-quire : this, ſome fay , they cannot t#ke, conceiving itcontiae 

.... dicorytothe Covenant and to the Word of God. -Batgt,$ 
= __ as haycnorſomnch as come in termes with the Biſhops" 

»- of whomthar Oath, or Promiſe, hatli not been particulariy*& x” 
> - © quired, ſeem to keap'too foon'to ſuffering, before it corne to then 2+ 
bb: -Y- before they had tryed, if poſſibly there might havebeen. Þ} 
'; ferant grounds for prof ith the Law comands them: 
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0 Aran eonered Bs if 7 anvorcus 
-37-), May, be-befiey Marriot hot 
| chereis-no.concradittion betwoenithe eagonical _ 
= che Coyenant ; he maincains, that che-Niciſters, who of 
old cook che Tagogical: Quth , thid not ſwear the contradi = 
thereto when they the pts whence it will-follow, "0 
neceſlarily , that they who have cake! the Covenant do notcon- _— 
tradi&chart Oath, if chey ſhould cake. che; Qathi of cagonical, = 
Obedience: and indeed 1c will be hard to find; ont a'contra- bo. 
dition, citherin termes, or by yeceflary conſequence. | Bur, i A 
the obligation of the Covenant, as;to thar ſecond article, , Gall 
be found to-ceaſe ;. (whereof afccrward} the lawfulneſs of the - 
other Oath will be clearer, 13» Ie, would, hecxonlfidered ,. tha 

the Reverend Perſons, intruſted by-Law.-to call for that Promile 
from Miniſters , Jo not ſearch into mens apprehenſions concerns 
iog the grounds of their power ; all theyſezk, is obedience 29 , 
ghem inchiogs lawfull and honeſt, as being preſencly.i in power, 7 2 
by Law,, ordioary Oyerſcers--of the Miniſtry.in theirdue | * _- EE: 

ties, and chicf Ordainers of them who-eoter imo che Mio F; ©. a 
Butzit is faid, where obedience is promiſed, there. is an acknow- 
ledgment of the lawfulneſs of their PoweryO ffice nad Authority; 
becauſe 4. obedience formally cangot be haut toa layfull Aurho- 
rity-; therefore, ke that in his'coaſcience thinketh.a Bilhg 
Office unlawful , capnot ſo much as promiſe obedience to-h 
in things lawfall and honeſt , leſt, by: bis taking ſych an Oat 
he make himſclt guilty of eſtabliſhing. that which: ke.accounts 
uolawfall. Bat, 1. it-is nevebalions ater s retapepore < 
and-as formally obedieace , they: call for 5-if Sher "0 
gerially , 'Miniſters doing their duties .in-things ly lawfall, / © 1 28 
they are farisficd. - 2. Suppoſe ix were ifo;: hat ws aj as = 
formally obedience, were required.;; yer » it wire hard ge fay;,'3 
 «onld.not be; promiſedg, or :thatir Weyl 
* Hf :dapos-40p; owl gackavey's _— 
ws (62; t60-Dhg hecels k. — 


A 1 
- £85 


gD= 


" Jap) that is Church-coiniſbrs, their Office ind ſupdk 
-unlawful , yer, looking upon'them as the Kings Maje 
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miſfſioners in Cauſes eccleſiaſtical for regulating the external ors! 
der of the Chureh in rheir ſeveral words: -and impowred by the' 
law of the land ſ6 to do {they being alfo Presbyrers; and haying 
power with others in Ordination and JurisdiRion eccleſiaſtical 
it will be bard co ſay, that their power-is not lawfull , and that 
obedience is not due ro them-- * The ſtriteſt Precbyreriane, will 
not find ground to difown their Office is that conſideration. 
There are three things mainly, which bear + off Bre- 
thren of both theſe ſorts -and ranks, from ſubmittiog to, 'and 
concurring in their duties under the preſent Government, 
I» Their fears of future evils. 2, Their preſent thoughts of the 
nnlawfulneſs of the Office of a Biſhop over Pcesbyrers in the 


. * Church. 3. Their former Engagements by: the bond of the 


- 


= Office 


Covenant, which they conceive ſtif binds them.” As to the 
firſt, their fears ; there''can' be no ſufficient ground in theſe to 
bear them off from that, which, for the preſent, is found to be 
rheir duty: If evils feared, ſhonld come, and Brethren, in 
conſcience toward God , notable to comply with them, itheri 
ſaffering might be- the more 'comforcable ; bur the gracious 
providence of God, watching ever his Church,the goodneſs and 
wiſdom of our- Soveraign, and of Rulers under him(confidetin 
the'remper of this Nation) :may make all theſe fears vain; an 
, diſappoint them) ;'and it- is not for us tobe too'thoughtful,' or 
to torment -our ſelves with' fears, before the time. ' In'the 
mean time, it would be well 'confidered by Brethren, that: beat 
off from concurrence, if they do well-in withdrawing their 
counſels-from theic Brethren, and-in -doing that which tendeth 
*to the loſs of their entereſt inzand reſpeR with perſons in preſent 
Anthority; in regard whereof; they might be exceedingly in- 
-ſtrumental to prevent adyithing that is feared; 3; ' As totheir 
thoughts of the uolawfulneſs of the Office of -a Biſhop, ſome- 
"thing hath been ſaid of the Jawfulneſs of theif concurrence'in un- 
teſtion'd duties (even upoi'chiat ſuppoſition) ſomethiog alfo 


- hath been faid of the acknowledgmene of the 1awfulneſs 6ftheir 
ec ot oiax Prevhyterd, cotta w46"v' 


the King, for external ordering of Chureb:affairs in "their ſeve- 
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\ Brethrens 1. Where - they are able ro findin all Ch DR 
ment; any precepe for | meer . Pregbyters, preaching-and. un= 
. preaching, in a full cqualicy of power, -to rule the Church af G 
& Chriſt; to give. Ordination co Miniſters, to judge injall.contro-. 
verfies: of Relgion. miniſterially, . aud; do; all afts of-Goyexny, | 
-megt_in -the!' /Church, or where: they can find avy example of IN 
fuch a" Presbytery, doing theſe, as; withour ſome. ſuperiour, % 
Officer aRing with them, or direing them ip their. aRiogs, or 
-{ - where there-is avy jnbibition (either. exprefie,; or by neceſſary. 
conſequence ) that. no! Goſpel-miniſter ſhould in any caſe haye. 
ſuperiority in! power: over ochers.in:Church- affairs... 2.. Lett 
be conſidered, if (deſcending from'the Scripture times) jt can;* 
- be found in aby Writer, who kved in the firſt ewo or three-ages 
aftce- Chriſt, or:in any Hiſtory or Record relating ta theſe times f 
(not to ſpeak of after-ages) ir can-be fouud, 1 that there; was = 
any ſuch Church-officer as an - uopreachiog Elder, joyned in *- 2 
full equality of-power with Preaching-elders in aRs of Ordina- 
tion of Miniſters (from -which, if they be neceſſary parts and, 
members of the Presbytery, they cannot-be excluded) and in. 
al other. afts of: Jurisdictionz or; if there epi 14r 
the nzmes, ;or;power of-'any ſuch, perſons. - Or,.af it can: bs -— 8 
' from theſe-Writers found, - that there was ever any Ordinatiou - 
of Miniſters,.. or exerciſe of JurisdiQion eccleſiaſtical by Mini* . 
ſters, #.e. by- meer Preaching-presbyters, withour ſome .one, 
Rated Preſident over them, under the,name of Biſhop, who was 
to go before: them; in; theſe actions 3/ and without whom. no-, 
thing was to be done in theſe. - 'Shall-nor- the praftice of that- - 
primitive Church, which followed che Apoſtles; 28 it-weres: at 
| the heels, be. moſt able roſhew us: which way they. went, and __ 1. 
what was their praRtice? It is.too horrid a thing-to. imaging, 2 
and chat which-a modeſt Chriſtian,can hardly dowa-with, thas _- ... +7. 
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appofyrmeny, and to take i another not. appointed by him = 
thr hom be done'ſo carly, 'Srarim poſt revwhec Apo» 
: frelerum,” aut rorum tram tempore, faith Afolinans,” Epilt.. 
3. ad" Piſcop. Winton, Biſhops were fet np in the time, . 
when ſome of them (eſpecially 70h» } were living, viventibus,: 
Videntibus, & non comtmadicentibus; as is maniteſt by Hiſtory 
in rhe facceſſors of Mark at efiexandria and others: Can it 
be imagin'd; that fuch's ching as the Office 6f a Biſhop, ſhould 
have beer) ſer up fo Early in the timer of rhe' Apoſtles, and they: 
nor contradifting it,-had-ie beea contrary to Chnifts mind > 
How unlikely is it, that'in thoſe times, when the picty and 
zeal” of ' Chriftians 'Was' (6 great, and knowledge roo, there 
ſhould have been no oppoſition to the Office of Biſhops, had ir 
been judged'a wronging of Chriſts:Ordinance ? ' How unlikely 
is it, "that in times of ſuch fiery perſecution, Chriſts Miniſters 
ſhoald be carryed with ambition, to ſeek the ſuperiority 
6ver others in an Office- apzinſt ' his mind 1: Or, that people 
would have yjelded tothe ambitious courſes of Paſtors? © How- 
Can it be thonghe, that'the whole Churchin theſe times { with=- 
out any known exception} ſhould have taken up that way of 
Government by B:ſhops, - without any co-aRtion to it by civil- 
| Power; without any adviee or direRtion from General Aﬀem- 
blies and Courcils, which then were not in being ; If this way: 
had" nor been univerſally judged Jawfull ; yea, it may be ſup-. 
poſ*'d deſcending from a higher warrant then voluntary agrec»- 
ments of men? We do never hear of any oppoſition to the 
Office and djgniry of a. Biſhop over-Presbyters, till it was 
mide by ote Arrive in the fourth age, (whom Ppiphanixs 
calleth a frantick man) he being enraged, thar ##ſtarhins, whom- 
he nndervaſued in compariſon- of himſelf, was preferred to him, 
2nd got the Biſhoprick, which he ?mbiciouſly- aimed 2r, begatt 
eo wed the dignity and order of Biſhops, and is therefore 
connted + rape eAvuguftins (nochildren in know- 
exich; (in whatever ſenſe hey mean ) andalſobe 
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* . Now,fet omits BA in Ez Ger hing unlite ie @; hes 
| the Oflice of a Biſhop Gould be. contraty to the inſtitution of 
Chriſt io dis Word, thavbegan ſo catly, -everiinithe > ap> 
times: without cheir contradiction ,. that was fo univerſall 
mitted ro by the primitive Chriſtians in cheir moſt firy' ang Aa thar 
hath-coacinucd in the chriſtian Churches ,- (.not only-theſt in- 
fected with the Roman apeltaſie, but the eaſtera Church thac 
diſclaimeth the Popes ſupremacy -) and rhat For'*1300;'years 
after Chriſt, wichour any contradiction, ſavedfione min;who - 
neverhada warcow, ; 'no rior feriowe (fv Hatever beſyd col 
cerning him by ſome ) that is ſtiſl owned by reſt of the r6+ 
formed Churches, who have rejeted the Pope; not ohly'by theſe 
of the Lurheran way, under the name of Superintendcyits (quid 
oft £pi/copm miſs Suprrineendens? fainh'forvin, epiſhi ad Eves 
g£r#m ) butalſoby ſome of che Calvinear way: ;\asmiySoſern | 
by -Zepp eras; Ecdeſ, Pol. And formally;'thatis even oryned ns 
lawfall lawfall.(being well-moderated) by the Routeſt Diſputers ugainſt - 
the divine cight of ic... Albeit men ,-in their paſſionat iryits'ts 
popular audirocies,, ſomerumes cry out upor/the'Office- of a Bi- 
{hop as an; anti-chriſtian «nd: popith” domination? er, mihe 
proceltant Epiſcopacy chat is owned, thete is ins inore of" the 
Pope'then there is of a Maſs-pricſtin a Miniſter ; or of a Cons 
clave of Cardinal-presbyters in a - Commiſſion of the? Church 
ora Presbytery. The Epiſcopacy' thatds now, is the very pri- 
raiewe Epiſcopacy,which T :mor016 deſctiving (Ep. Jet whe | 
affirmerh £0.\bey char! norhing "iff  Ordination "or "Furthlt R 
ion be done by: Brethren under the Biſhop, wither tim, 7 
_ and he alone'doing oching-wlchout cher theſe; and x40 Wes PE. 
theſame netto beconerary co the: Covenants. Me 
that now 77:16: rar fonks Officeifor ſubſtifce, rafts an 
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By Jobs Xno#; at his inſtalling, anne, 1560:.the Paftor of 
Churches. of Lothian; and theſe, who repreſent that Countreyy 7 
_ promiſe ta give obedience to him as becomes the ſheep to 'thew- =. 
Paſtor. - It is manifeſt then, that for twenty years after the Re= 3 28 
formation, Biſhops, wherker under that name; or othernames, 
continued in Scorlanrd: and it is remarkable, that our Refor- 
mers were wiſer men then to put a Presbyrery in their Creed's 
For ,in theConfeſſion regiltrated inParliament,a»n, 1567. (which "3 
+efore hag been preſented.) though they had zealenough againſt CE 
all things that ſavoured 'of popery ; yet, in their Confctlion, i 
there is nothing againſt Biſhops, nor for a Presbytery. And, 2 
AR 24: the forther civil priviledges of the ſpiritual State of the 4 
Realm are ratified; accordingly; Biſhops did fit in that Parlia- I 
rent : alſo, in the'ſame Confeſſion, they ſay , not one Poliey 
or Order cah be for all Churches and-all times. Bur , after the 
| year, 1580. wherein the Office of Biſhops was-abrogated by 
che -Aſſembly , 'albeir ſome provincial Synods were ſer up inthe 
place of the outed- Biſhops and Superintendents in theſe Pro- 
vinces ; yer,was there no Ptesbytery before the year, 1586. nor 
any of theſe Judieatories legally eſtabliſhed before, 1592. and x 
{'þ within eighteen years after that, or twenty , Biſhops are fee 
- up again by the AR of 'Aﬀembly, 1610,and ratified in Parlia- 
ment,1612. andcontinued ſo tlic ſpace of twenty cight/ years, 
eill the Aſſembly at Glaſgow, 1638. So it may becalily ſeep, 
che Office of a Biſhop is no great. ſtranger to this .Church, fince 
.the Reformation of Religion ; but hath: been Jonger owned 
-then Presbytery in times of peace ; and;! modeſty would require, - 
. :weſhould nor be ready £0-condema this Reformed” Charchr; as : 
haying im thoſe times owned aGovernment unlawfull and againſt | - 23 
the Word of 'God, eſpecially when the difterent.fruits of Go- . 2.5% 
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* vetninient, by Precbyrery and Epiſcopacy, have been, to our coſt, ' 
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popularly pleaded by ſuch as do not. pe _ 1 
"anent the 'Oitice of a Bilhopyuin  ' - 
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cs NOTE 5 tear fin ; no creature can abſolve us from it, nor diſpenſe with 
=, Mp oorare we to breakit for any temporal advantage , terror - 

'- isnorproven) it is ſuce, 1-That a lawfull Oath may'ceafe £0 bind 
_ ns, ſo that chough we do not that which was under Oath pro- 


# majeſty -of God, it cannot be violated,-avr 
"- Ortrouble. Yer, ( ſuppoſing the Coyenane tobe lawfull, which 
eiſcd tobe done; yer, there is no perjury. « Semper perjurnus eft, 
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ſubje& to; others, Chould prejudgerhe right of the Superiay 
nor take from him any power allowed ro him by Godin an 
thing-: And alſo, all ſound Divines do acknowledge this upony* 3” 7 
the common equity of chat law, Namb. 30. 4. If it be ſaid, ' 
thac the matter of the ſecond Article of the Covenant, being; 
not of indifferent nature, but determined by the Word of God: 
and ſo nor under che power of a Superiour on earth to deter-- 
\ mine in it ; it would be remembred, that in all this pare of the. 
diſcourſe, where the ceaſing of the obligation of che Covenant. 
is ſpoken of (as to the ſecond Article) they are deale wich, who- 
plead the obligation of the Covenant enly, and upan that 
account da ſcruple. As for the conſideration of the ſawfulneſs 
or uplawfulnefs of Epiſcopacy in it ſelf, a little of it was fpoken 
co-before ; and the tryall of thar, is matter for longer diſquiſi« 
fition :. and men would not be too peremptory in condemning 
Epiſcopacy, if they ſeriouſly conſider, that the ableſt Pens that 
ever engaged in this Controverfie, have found it a task tao hard 
for. them co demonſtrate Epiſcopacy to be in is ſelf unlawfull :: 
and if- we asK the judgments of the moſt eminent reformed * 
Divines, we ſhall ftnd. very few or none learned, foberand 
faithfull in the point, who do judge it to be forbidden- by Gods. -— 
Bat in this .point, when theſe who alledge the bond of the "7B 
Covenant only for their ſcruple, there is a neceſſity ro abſtrac *.N 
from that queſtion, whether Presbytery be neceſſary by divine 
hw, and Epiſcopacy -in it .ſclf unlawfull > Inthispart of the 
diſcourſe ( ſuppoſing the lawfulacfs or: indifferency of it) we 
-only enquire, whether meerly by vercue of the Covenant, we 
are bound to ſtand apaioſt ic? . If by Gods Word it be found 
to be unlawfull (which cannot be proved) then whether there: 
had been a Covenant made againſdit, or nor, it cannot-be al- | 
lowed? If it be faid againgthat the coafent of our Superiour hatl 
been obcained to that, ro which we have determin'd onr ſelves. ff 
by our:Oath in the ſecond Article; 'and therefore our Oath, be» -—- + 3 
fore God, is confirmed, and he bath nor. power to: revoke his 
conſent,  accerding to: that law, Aamb, 30. 14s . It would be . -q 
be conſidered, whether it was the Lords mind in-that jaw, that. + 
if- children. as wives, having vowed, ſhould by fome means —_ 7 
uethtir purears oc buabands out ofthe houſe, deprived ther, -Þ 
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WI their worldly comfores ; and then; when they had put: © -- 

2m chus undurifully under ſad tentations, bargain with 

hem either to ratifie their vows,. or never to enjoy theſe :com- 
forts *rhey had deprived-them of 5 whether it was the Lords 
thind, that conſent, ſo obtain'd, ſhould be an irrevocable con- 
firmacion of their vows, who had carryed themſelves ſo-undu- 
tifully > There is no evidence for that. © And the application is 
exfie, ſince it -is known that the Covenant was contrived and 
carryed on, as if the deſign had been laid toextirpate Epiſco- ' 
pacy whether the King 'would conſent or rot, or whatever 
courſe ſhould be taken to force his conſent, vi & armis, or by 
ſaſpending Him from the exerciſe of His royall Power ; an un- 

- parallel'd way of uſage from ſubje&s to their SOVER AIGN. 
Again it would be conlidered, whether this be, De jure natura- 
ti, thar a conſent of a Superiour once given to the vow of an 
.nferiour, he hath no power to revoke bis conſent upon reaſon= 
able cauſes, and to make void the vow, albcit, if he do it raſh- 
ly and unreaſonably, he ſinneth. Great Schollers. are of the 
mind, he may revoke his conſent ; Lefſins, Traftat. de Foto, 
dabio 13. It is thought by him and others, chat the precept 
earenns js judicial, as it maketh an irrevocable confirmation of 
the vow once conſented to. Ifit be further ſaid, if the Superi- - 
our, under Oath, give his conſent to the inferiours Oath ; or; ' 
if He himſelf ſwear the ſame thing, then there is no power left. 
of revoking his conſent, or doing or putting his inferjours to do _ 
contrary to the Oath : This is granted, unlefle upon ſome other 
ground there be a clear looſing of the Superiours Oath, and a 
ceaſing of the obligation of it. Leaving theſe things to be ap- 
plyed , let''us look upon the ſecond Caſe, wherein the obliga- 
.tioa and binding-power of an Oath ceaſeth, and the Oathis 

: loof'd ; it is this, When the matter concerning which the Oath: 
is, conticueth not in the ſame ſtate it was in at the makjng of 
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WO of Divines, 2s on nol Þ rd 
þ , ramentiobligatio: For example, i 's Ul uck 
FF  mn-certaio. time, he. ſhalldeliver to ſuch a man his ys: L if in. 
| e me8n tirpe that man turn. mad; and, in probability, might. 
2 kill himſelf- or others: with - the ſword, had he ir in his band, 
there lyeth no obligation upon the ſwearer to deliver it to him ; 
Nay, it were a fin,and againſt charity, to perform what he had 
* promiſed. | Again, if a man ſwear to marfy ſuch a woman at 
ſuch a rime, if before that time. he is made certain ſhe is with 
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- ſo. notable -an alceration .of-the caſe eQ rs, that 
whoever,now do thiok chemfclves bound to ſtand to the- Cove 
panks; 35.to that; are other matters in. |”. 
ond ce. E- _:- | PS 
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the doing 'of 
what we did ſwear, imports ſits | 
' Tknow Timorcas ( page 19+ ) pteadeth, thar eyen upon fup-' ' 
poſition , that ic is in the power of the Mapyftrate ro ſer np ef: e : 
epiſca al form of Government., thae yer we canciorewn ir, but” ; 


M2 muſt foffet ynder.ic; becauſe ( faith he } upon that foppoſition, E 
= | that the matter of the Oath, was ret 3ndifferens ( livers init k 
©  - ſelf; yet;itis oo morefreeto ns, Faramenrians (ſaith he) rellir £ 
Bhe#tatem : But, by his favour, albeit in indiffereat ehivgs of a® 
private, concernient, 'wherein private petfons bind themfelves,' 
and whetewith the Magiſtrate medfeth not , an Oath may take 
away our fiberty.; yet, s ſubjeAs Oath caonor take away the 
power of the Magiſtrate, -in commanding things which he feeth | 
for pudlick good, 404 the matters not being in rhemſclygs'vn- | 
lawfult : Neicher can it take 43vay of hinder the Hberty , 'or ra- q 
ther duty of ſabjes, in abeyiog what is hwfoffy commarded; 
"I otherwiſe, ſubjeQs , by their Oactis, might find.a way to plead _ 
E*:.. themſelves ftee from obedience eg Magiſtrates: in' all things in- k 
- ' _ different which they ſhonld command chem ;' which is abſurd, 
But, 3+ Fe wonld be remembred \ that when'the keeping of an 
Quthis certainly a hindrance of fore” gteater gaod, (eſpecially 
if other circumſtances concur, that render the Oath non-oblige-= 
- = ing} the obligation of it, in fame caſes, may ceaſe. - This anent - 
| = ' the foofing of Ogths, becauſe of the obſtacte patto ſame,greater. 
: "6 80d which:hi be be artaſned by nor dbing whats (worp, is 
=. _ Jadreda very tel and render-.queſtion , and all had aced co 
| Took ro it, kf, under prexence char che keeping cf an Oathizan 
Hltackto-7 greater good attainable , by not keeping the Oath 
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- Jand, intended notbiog lefs.in impoſing the. Covenant, ub 


much, and more then any peace of conſcience pretended to be 
in keeping the Oath, which ( though we. ſhould not be ready 


to judge any ) may perhaps, upon examination, be found rather 


a piece of ſatisfaRion ro the will, then peace of the conſcience, 
God having looſed and ſet free conſcience from that Bond , 
hos rerum ſtatu ? | | 
But, to the ſecond thing which we obſerved anent Oaths, or 
Covenants , it would be remembred, that a Covenant or Oath, 
though lawfull and binding , even in the rid interprecation of 
it; yet, doth not- bind in the rigid interpretatioo, which ſome, 
cither through weakneſs,or ſcruples or deſign, may put upon it» 
Sometimes ſouls may make ſnares of Oaths to themſelves by - 
overſtretching them, and ſo do run themſelves into the perplexi- 
ties they needed not. Concerning the Covenant, different ioter» 
pretations and ſenſes, have been given of it, according to the ſeve= 
ral intereſts of perſons of contrary judgments,combined in it.But,, 
as to the ſccond Article now in queſtion,it may. be doubted, if it 
be broken by ſubmiſſion to,or owning the preſent Epiſcopacy: 
eſtabliſhed by Law in Scotland; or, whether it be not an over» 
rigid ſtraining of that Covenant, to bend it againſt the preſent 
Epiſcopacy eſtabliſhed in Scotland, For clearing of which , it 
would be conſidered, firſt, that at the time of the taking of that 
ſolemn League and Covenant , there were no ſuch Church-of- 
ficcs in Scor/and,as are mentioned in that Article ; there needed 
not,as to Scorland, a ſwearing to extirpat Offices rhat were not 
init at that time; and ſome, Offices there mentioned, never 
were in it. 2» It would bs remembred, that an Oath is to be 
interpreted according to the ſenſe of the givers of it, - Timor- 
cx (page 16.) giveth us aſſurance, that the Parliament of Eng-= 
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extirpation of all kinds of *Prelacy and Biſhops in- the Chur 
and that-it was reſolved in wa hk Rn Of fl 
Brethren of S$c0r/and , that it was only intended agaioſt Epiſco- 
pacy as then eſtabliſhed in England : and. (Pref. p. 23.) weds - 
not . ( ſaith he ) chiok the Covenant to be againſt che primitive 
Epiſcopacy , which there he deſcrives to be a preſidency of one 
Miniſter over others, ſo that without him nothing is to be done 
in matters of Ordination and: JurisdiQtion :; and when he ex- 
plaineth che ſecond Article of the Covenant, he ſaith, it is only 
tyrannical-Biſhops that are covenanted againſt : which Baxter 
alſo calls the finfall ſpecies of Prelacy, in his Preface to the Diſ- 
putations of Church-government ; which he ſayes was abjured 
only, and not Epiſcopacy- And in that ſame diſpute ( pag. 4.)- 
he declareth, that moſt of the godly Miniſters; fince the Refor- 
mation, did judge Epiſcopacy, ſome of them, lawfull, and ſome 
of them moſt fir; and addeth, that almoſt all of theſe that are 
of the late Af]. at Weſtminſter , and moſt throughour the Land, 
did'conform to Epiſcopal Goverament, as not contrary to the 
Word of God ; and that he believs, that many of them are yer 
ſo far reconciliable to it, (moderated) that if it were only eſta- 
bliſhed,they would ſubmit to it as they did : for, he heareth (as 
. he faith ) butof fewof them who have made recantation of 
their former-conformity ; and contrarily, hath known divers of 
them profeſſing a reconciliableneſs, as aforeſaid, as Mr. Gatakgr 
doth, in one of his Books , profeſs his judgment. Thus Mr, 
Baxter, by whom we may ſee their error or filly, who think 
there can be no godly Miniſt:rs owning Epiſcopacy; and alſo 
how reconciliable godly Divines in the 4f. were toa regulated 
Epiſcopacy ; So that it ſeemech, the great grievance aim'd at 
in the Covenant to be redreſſed, was, the Biſhops claim of a ſole 
Ordination and Furiſdition ; and the maltitudes of Courts of 
lay Chancellors, & 6. ſet over Miniſters in matters of Govern= 
ment , and not the Office of Biſhops , concurring with Synods 
of Miniſters and their preſiding and being- Syuperiors: in Churche 
meetings» If it be ſaid,that every one of the particular Offices, 
mentioned under the name of Prelacy in the Covenant , arc ab» 
jured:z:and therefore Biſhops are abjared : Mr. Vines, in his 
- Conliderations upon the Kings Conceffions at the 7ſtr of Fight, 
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ofing this). telus ofa, ſraſe pf "the: 
eh HeTheſities ro, v72. that, as co that Article, the. Cove 
is hot to be udderſtood i» ſen/n diviſe; but compoſprs, 
' (which ſureth co Mr. Baxters complex frame} And theres 
Fore allefrs, that continuing of Biſhops with, a negative voice in 
-Ocdinatioa and miniſterial Meetings, might be permirred. with- 
' out brefch of Covenant, And if it be ſo, as this learned man 
and othets mention'd, concede , What reaſon is there ro bend 
the Covenant againſt the preſent Epiſcopacy of Sror/avd, which 
is eſtabliſh'd ro govern the Church (nor excludivg,) bur with 
conſene of Presby ters, with as great moderation as any was in 
The pritnitive Epiſcopacy- Bat it will be ſaid, then we ſtand 
bound againſt the Engliſh Pcelacy, as it is explained in the 
Covenant. TA1»/c le will be time to diſpute that, when-we 
arecalled to live under that frame of Prelzcy : In the mean time 
let it be granted, that the Church eſtabliſhment 2mongſt vs, is 
not that which the Covenant defcribeth to be renounced 2 
neither are we raſhly to judge the way of other Churches, 
which we are notcalled toown; they are to give an account of 
theirown way toGod and the King,and will alloiy us a diſcharge 
from meddling in their affairs; and they are not hike in haſt, 
to give us afiy place or calling in modelling eheirChurch-govern» 


* 


-. .metr; to which all proteſtane Charches ought to pay reverence; 


_ Butapaio, ir wiil be ſaid, was not the form of Epiſcopacy 
that was in Scorlard before (from which the preſent is nothing 
, different) abjured in the National Covenant, before we had 

any dealing with England ancnt change of their Church+ governs 
menr- Ar/, If we will believe the Miniſters who teafon'd with 
rhe Doors of Aberdeen (and they were'the prime promoters of 
the Covenant, #nd carried with them the ſenſe of rhe body of 
_ the Covenanters) they who ſubſcribed chzt Covenzor, miphe, 
with greac liberty, voice in ar» Aſſembly, c: nceraing Epiſcopa- 
cy without prejudic-, -norwithſtmding their Oath: And npon 
this ground, would perſwide the Doctors ro ſubſcribe the 

Covenant, becauſe in ſo doing. they ſhonld not be-raken as 

abjuriog Epiſcopacy ( as the Doctors thought) Bur, notwith« 
ſxndiog their Oath and-ſubſcriptiong hadeheir libetry:rechain« 
ipg, entice 60. v0ice. fog, Kpiſcopacy ite an' Aſtewbly's ig frmus 
——— ws | - anſwer. 
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A Ren EE Cee 
F  anfwer tothe Dodtors thieir fourth 2hd tenth demands,” And? 
| the truth ' is, that's in the expliextion added; 10, ae. oh : 
" Epiſcopacy'is not mentioned: as abjnred'; fo neither was ie * 
 abjuced by the National Covenant as it was enjoyn'& to be fab- ? — 
ſcribed, anme, 15,80. | It is' alledped, that nnder thename of ' - il 
the Popes wicked Hierarchy, the Office of Epiſcop:cy was "2 
' abjured; Bur they who ſay ſo, would conſider, .that the abju- 2 
3 ring of the Popes wicked Hicrarchy, imports not an abjuration / 7 
» of che Office of x Bſhop, more then the 'Olfice of a Presbyter "<< f 
| or a Dzacon, which are parts of that Hierarchy (ſo calted by - - 
the Council of Trex!, Canon. Seff. 7. ) ag well as the Office of a 3 
. Biſhop. 1fthe Covenant do-not under that expreffion abjure - i 5 
” theſe Othces, neither doth it- abjure the Otficeof a Biſhop) © 4 
| Ich ſeing rh: { arc parts of that which the Pxpiſts call Hicrarchy, 
2s welb as this. The intent of that Covenant, was not eo * b 
abjuce the Oibice of Biſhops, more then of Presbyrers or Dea- 
cons, bur to abjure the Hierarchy, fo far xs it was the Popes, ©. 
(his wicked Hiezarchy) as it alſo abjureth his five baſtard facrz- 
oP menes, fo far as he maketh them Sacraments, (for fure, Orders 
| be or Orcdioation of Miniſters and Marriage, which he maketh two' 
> Sacraments, are not abjured in the Covenant as to the matter of 
| thew, but only 3s to the relation of being Sacraments, which 
| - the Pope puts on them) even ſo the Popes Hierarchy is abjured, 
counted and called wicked, not as to the matter of thefe Offices' 
comprehended under rhe ecclefiaſticat word Hierarchy, (for: | 
- . rhen the Othce of Prevbyters and Deacons, ſhould be alfo 
s counted wicked and abjured) but as to the dependance of all* / 
thefe Offices on bim, a5 the founrain and head of the Church 
under Chriſt, nd the corruption adhereing to theſe Offices, 
and fowing from him, fo far ag they ace his, depending on him, 
corrupted by him;. there is wickednefs in them or joyn'd to 
them, and ſo they are abjured (as in another word of thar 
Covenant, his blafphemous Prieſt- hood is abjured, yet in thar 
the Odfice of Presbyter is not- abjurcd.) Bur, mean rime, the - 
Otfices.therofelves, whith are ſaid ro make up chat Hierarchy, are 
not abjuved, nor afeto be rejefted, but purged: from whar is 
8* _ - his, or any dependance on hirmy, or cortuprion flow ng from 
him. And fo che Qffice of * Biſhop, amoogt Proreftancs 
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* Wiſhopacow being loofed from thari dependince from the Sea 
bo Rowe and the Pope; who as head: of the Church claimed 
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2 plenitude-of. power: over. the - whole Church, and made all 
Chriſtian Biſhops and-Miniſters but as his ſlaves and vaſlals, 
portioniong out to them ſuch meaſure ofjurisdiRion as he 


- thought fic ; as -their tiles inthis Countrey imported of old ; 


Ego N. Dei apoſtolice ſedis gratig- Epiſcopms) i ſay the 
Office of the proteſtant Biſhop is no more a part now of the 
Popes wicked Hierarchy, then is the Othce of a Miniſter or 
Dcacon» | 

| But furcher it may appear, that under the name of the 
Popes wicked Hierarchy, the Office of Biſhops was not abju- 
red in the National Covenant. 1. The enjoyner of that Covenant 
to be taken by che ſubjeRs, was King James, of bleſſed meme- 
ry ; Hes having himfelf with His family ſubſcribed chat Oath 
and Covenant, gave charge. to all Commiſſioners and Miniſters 
within the Realm to crave the ſame Confeſlion from their 
pariſhoners, and proceed againſt the refuſers, as the words of 
the charge bear, 44#rch, 2, 1580, This was the firſt injunRi- 
on for- taking. the Covenant, which was mainly intended for 
ſecaring the Religion, and the King who favoured it and pro- 
feſled it, from. Papiſts, who were found practifing with for- 
raigners. againſt him and it, and for clearing the King.and his 
Court from aſperſions.. Bur that the King by that Covenant 
intended the abyuration of the Office of proteſtant Epiſcopacy, 
it is moſt improbable, and by many things the contrary appear 
eth. 1. The inftrument in penning that Covenant at the Kings 
command, was Mr. John Craig, His Miniſter, a very learned 
man, who bur nine years before, (F4», 12, ano, 1571+) had 

iven his conſent in the Aflembly of the Church, which then 


| did meet at-Leich, that Commiſſioners might be appointed .to 


joyn with theſe whom the Council ſhould appoint for ſettling 
the policy of the Church : of theſe Commiſſioners*ke. himſelf 
was one, and with him -D#» the Superintendent of Anugm, 
Winrame Superintendent of. ae and others : the reſolution 
they came to,: was. that there-thould. be of the moſt qualified of 


. - the-Miniſtry ſome choſen. by che Chapters of the cathedral 
Churches, v0 whom wink Arche-bihpprcks und Biſhoprc 
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Hipbr' be difpon'd, and they PS phos of Ordination,atd* © 

 . & exerce ſpiritual Jurisdiftion in- their ſeveral - Dioceſles 3 + 
” -- andattheOrdination of Minifters to,exa@t an Oath of themfor 

acknowſedping His Majeſties Authority, and for obedience: to - 
their Ocdinary in-all rhings Jawfull. - And accordingly ſome 
were provided to Biſhopricks at that time; neither did the 
Church in the following Aſſembly at: St. Andrews, (arch, 
1571s) take exception at itheſe Articles of agreement; Ir is 
true at Perth. ( Auguſt, 1572) they received the lame, bur 
with a proteſtation , it was only for an ##terins, &c But this 
.we may ſay, that the learned Penner of the National Covenant, 
allowed of Biſhops a few years before this Covenant : Nor is 
there any evidence that he changed his mind, or that he did in 
that. draught of the Confeſſion, mean . proteſtant Biſhops 
| Awhich then he approved) by the Popes wicked Hierarchy 
which is abjured. .2. As for the King himſelf, that He 'minded 
no. abjuration of the : Office of a proteltant Biſhop by that 
Covenant, - may be evident by this, that when He and His fami- 
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E:. ly, rook- chat Covenant, and when he enjoyn'd it to the ſubs 
Fg jeds, there was no ſuch thing known in this Church as a Go» 
"N yernment by Presbyteries (the whole Government, conſiſting in 
; Ocdination. and Jurisdition , exerced in the ſeveral parts of 
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the land, being in the: hands of ſome under the name of Biſhops, 

ſome under the name of Superintendents, or under the name of 

-Commiſlioners of Countreys, who exerciſ'd the ſame ia their 

ſeveral precin&ts )Jother Government there was not, but by ſome 

fiogle perſons, having power intheir ſeyeral boucds. : Ir is true, 

the Aiſcivly quarreFd what they did amiſs; but yet they were 

then really Biſhops * And it is not like'the King did ſwear bim- + 

ſelf, or put others to ſwear againſt che Church-pgovernment 

that was:then i the Countrey,. and was not rejefted by the 

Chuzch, ill 7#'y, 12, 1580. Yea, itis-cvident, -that the King 

30d His Council,! minded not to ſwear down proteſtant Epiſco- 

pacy by that Covenant : For, ſuppoſe the General Aſlembly ,ia 

that:ſame year,. 15380; 7p. 12. did paſſe an ARagainſt Epiſco+ 

pacy (the like whereof.had-not beendone in thisChurthibefore} 5 
$56) $h&every year-following,-3 58:60 5h oak. the- King-and _* 7 

Fan had peeleated! ehe! Coatetſon30 the ety: ny - 
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avowed it in the buſineſs concerning Montgomery, Biihop of 
Glaſgow, whom the King would not fuffer to-be. proceſſed 
upon the account of his accepting a Biſhoprick ; becauſe, as he 
faid, he had ſo lately ratified the agreement at Zerrh, 1571» 
Neither did the Aſſembly or any Miniſters ſpeak of that deed of 
the Kings and Councils, as contrary to.the'Covenant (albeit in 
theſe dayes they had'a way of ufing hberty enough, and more 
then was fitting.) And it being -plain, that the Covenant (in 
the intention of King and Council who injoyned it firſt, and 
rranſmitted: it to the Aſſembly-ard ſubjes) doth not abjure 
Epiſcopacy ; Why ſhould the ſubjeRs take themſelves bound as 
ſwearing down Epiſcopacy by that Oatb, ſeing every Oath is 
to be taken in the declared ſerife of the Impoſers, which is cons» 
fiſkent with the words of ic > But it will be yet ſaid, that the 
General Aſſembly at G1a/gow, 1638. have declared, that in 
that National Covenant, Epiſcopacy was! abjured in the year, 
© 1580, and they enjoyned; that all ſhould fabfcribe according 
' £0 the determination of that Aſſembly ; and many have done 
ſo. Anſ. 1. Ir ſeemeth very ſtrange, tharany Aſſembly, or 
Company of men, ſhould take upon them'to dechre what was. 
the ſenſe of the Church in taking a Covenant, 'or Oath; when 
few or none of the men were living, who rook.that' Covenant; 
- or, if m_ few or none of them were members'of that Aſſern- 
bly at Gla/gow, 1638. Av juramentum oft. vincutum perſo- 
xale, (ſoifay the Caſuiſts) Sono man, oricompany of, men can- - 
| take upon them to' define what was the ſenſe of deadimed itt 
taking an Oath or Covenzne while they were alive, unleſſe they 
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authentick expreſſe evidence, that foch wax — 7” 
- Weaning. in_taking the: Oath and Covenant in their lifes >! 
time Now,all that the Aſembly of G/a/gew hath produced jn © © + # 
their large AR, (Sf. 16+) declaring Epilcopacy to be abjured, 3 
#720, 1:5 80. amounts to nothing more, buc this,that before Z=/. | 
1580- (at which time, ſome moneths after the Covenant was 
enjoyn'd by the King to be taken by the ſubjeRs) the Church 
was, and had been ſome years labouring againſt Biſhops (who 
notwithſtanding continued,till after the AR at Devdce, 1580.) 
And that after the year, 1580s, there was much oppolicion to 
that Office by the Aſſemblies ; But all their citations of As, 
come not to this point, to prove that Epilcopacy was abjured 4 
by the Covenaat or any words init; nor do theſe ancient Af- - 
ſemblics after, 1580. ever aſſert any ſuch chiog (men being _ 
then living who knew the: ſenſe ofthe Covenant, that it was 
againſt Covenant to admit of Epiſcopacy ; but they .go upoh 
other grounds in oppugniog that Ottice. How ſtrange is it 
that Aſſemblies of Miniſters, who had taken that Covenant, 
are never heard to plead againſt Epiſcopacy (thoughthey laved 
it not). upon that ground ?. And that fifty eight years after, 
when moſt, or all of theſe firlt takers of it, are worn out, a- 
generation riſeth, rhat will plead,”"that their Anceſtors took. 
that Covenant. in that ſenſe (abjuring Epiſcopacy) whereas 
there is m no At of theſe ancient Aſſemblies. (after the Cove» _ 
nant was taken, or at the taking of it) any afſcrtioo, that it was- 
cheir mind in taking that Covenant, to. abjute -Epiſcopacy #: 
And that Epiſcopacy was not (in the intention of the takers 'of. - - 3% 
the National Covenant of old) abjured-by the Covenant ;- nog '_ 
nor ualawfull in ir ſelf, eyen in the judgment of che Aſſembly, 3 
of che Church of Scorland, may appear, in that- within ſix: "0 
years after that year, 15 80. a General Allembly at; Bdinburgh , 
do declare, that the: name of Bop hath a ſpecial charge aug} 
funRion thereto annexed by the Word of God z and chat it:is 
lawful for the General Aſſembly, to admic a Biſhop to a Benes - 
fice preferred by the Kings Majeſty, with power tor admit; viſig » 
and. deprive; Miniſters, and tobe Moderators of Presbyteriesi- _ 
where they are reſident and ſubjeR; only to the: ſentence gf the; - 
Geral Aﬀemblice... Irlhoms within fs years the Goonde 
Pe "Ya 
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- Kfen uborgh receaBied the AG of Dales; 587 =" 
But, 3. Strange it was that the Company met at G/a/goW (un. A 
Aſſembly againſt which as much is ſaid, and upon good grounds 
#$ 2gain{t any other-in onr Church) had power to bind' other 
ro their determination of the ſenſe of ttie Covenane: ' Certain 
it is, no Aſſembly nor Company of men, can put an obligation 
upon perſons who have taken an Oath perſonally to accept of 
their ſeaſe of the Oath which they put upon it. + Iris true, the 
Afﬀembly of Glaſgow could declare their own ſenſe of the Oath 
taken þy themfelves, but could not impoſe their ſenſe upon the 
rakers of the Oarh before, that ſenſe not having been piven to 
the takers of the' Oath by the impoſers of the ſame ; and the 
rakers of the Oath not having impowered the Commiſſioners at: 
Gla/gow to declare their ſenſe of that Oath they had edken. So- . 
- then, whatever was done at Glaſgow after the Covenant was 
taken by the body of theLand,could not oblige all the takers of ic - 
to own their declaration of the ſenſe of the Covenant (which 
was not at firſt impoſing the Oath, declared to them) And the 
body of che people of this land, thave. not indeed abjured: 
Epiſcopacy by that National Covenant they entered in; neither 
the Covenant, 'nor added interpretation importeth- any ſuch 
thing : Nor hath the body of the people of the land, 
by -any+ afrer deeds, owned that Aſſemblies ſenſing of the 
- Covenant ; Nor was there any AR in that Aſſembly, that 
allſhould own their determination of the ſenſe thereof. Ir 
i9. true, there is an At (Seſſ. 26.) that theſe who had not 
already ſubſcribed, ſhould ſubſcribe with an allowance of the- 
Aﬀemblies determination concerning the ſenſe of the Cove-' 
nant: But few did ſo. . If any did ſo, they are to confi- 
der, whecher they have nor been rooraſhly carryed on in, the 
chrreor of | that- time - without a juſt examination of mar-' 
rers, 2 p dd . 
 *Bat finally, Now (that we are got out of the noiſe of Armes: 
and Confuſioos-of the by-palt times) ic concerneth the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, to-ponder if there was any thing unlawfull in- 
_ thar 'Covenant"(we ſpeak -now- of 'the ſolemn League! and: 
Covenaht',- which ſcemeth. moſt 'expreſſe againſt” Prelacy,, 
and which almoſt. ſwallowed up the memory of the wes ad 
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caq looſe, and to-which we are indiſpenſably tyed, is nor to be; 


doubted; Neitheris.it to be doubted, that many -godly Minit- 


ſters and people, were ingaged in "that Covenant, who deſigned: 
no evil,” nor minded any injury to'the-Soveraign; Yet, ſeveral 
things, as to that Covenant ,' are __ to be ſeriouſly 
examined, chat we may ſee- how they. can be juſtified before 
God ; Or, if they *are to be confeſſed as: faults, eſpecially 
if any evil or unlawful thing be found in - the. ſubliance 


or mater of che Covenant ; it would be remembred, 4aluns : 
eft. ex ſingults defettibus,. -. F; 


1» The warrantadleneſs of entriog into that publick Oath or 
Bond, without the ſupreme. Authority of the land, and 
a2ainſt-che mind” of the Soveraizn. Can there be any example 
ſhewed amongſt , the people 'of God of old, either Jews or 
Chriſtians, of carrying-on a publick Oath or League and Bond 
without their Soveratgn Powers, that were over them, going 
before them ; or, they not conſenting or contradifting 2 Is 
it not ſo ſpecial a Royalty of the King, to have power of 
impoſing a publick Oath on all his ſubjects, eſpecially when 
the Oath hath. a dire& aim for raiſing and taking Armes, for 
invaſion. of avy inforreign_Nations (ſuch was the aim of the 
ſolema League as to us in Scot/and) that if this can be done 


without the King, What 1s there that may not be done withe 


out him? Who can have a lawfell power to ſwear all the 
Kings ſubjects to ſuch a purpoſe, without his conſeat > Much 
lefle cin' any have power to ſwear them to a War agajoſt the 
Soverai?n, while he. is no way injuring them, but feoghing 


favours upon them; the War, io-that reſpeR, not being de- . 
fenfive on their part, nor admitting -of apologie upon that 


ground (ſuppoſing that to be a good gronund:) Is it not cer- 


tain, that ſeveral juſt: laws of :this Jand, clearly inhibir all- | 


Leagues of ſubjes under whatſoever colour or /pretence, with- 
out the Kings conſent had and obtain'd thereto *': 7am; 6.Parl. 
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_ 10, AR. 12, -A4r9; Parl. 9. At 75." Itlis well-known, j ; 4 
thac..when, che Nationall Covenant | wascarryed'on, thatthe”” #3 
people, might be moved to concur: in it andto'takeit, irwas- 2 
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warrand-it had from King Famer his Auttiority, ſtill continued 
( albeic neither He nor His Succdſſor gaveiany.authoriy to the ad- 
ditienal-explication and application ) and , arthar'time, it was 
ingenuoÞy- profeſſed by the Promoters of that Covenant, ( 3s 
may alſode deared by Writings they have left ro the world ) 
thar bad it been a new Covenant or League, they would not, 
they could not haveentered in it without the King's Authority 
warranding chem ; Bury, when the folemn League and Covenine 
(which had no ſhaddow of the King's Authority ) cometh upon 
the ſtage, this Dorine was forgotten utterly ; for, it was car- - 
'" ried on in England by a Meeting of Parliament, excluding one 
of the Eſtates, and the King proclaiming againſt it in Scor/and 
by a Committee of Bſtates , which , if they had power to engage 
the Land ina Forreign war , intended in that Covenant , may be 
doubted. Now, akthough this conld not nullifie rhe obliga- 
tion of the Covenant , were the matter of it undoubtedly laws 
full and otherwiſe ſtil! obligionp; yer, it were well if unlawful 
neſs, in regard 'of this defeRt and want of a {awfull Authority 
warranding it ,, were acknowledged; this were Tome piece of 
ſelf-denyal ; Caſuiſts ſay , that res jwrata may be licita, when 
7wramentum eff illicitum. Let the matter of the Oath be 
Jawfull,and ſuppoſe it alſo to oblige; yer, they who appear ſo 
afraid of fin in breaking thar.Oath, would, for proof of their ſin- 
cerity , give as publick ceſtimony againſt che finfull way of er- 
tripg into that Bond , as they do 3gainſt- that ſin ( as they ſup- 
poſe) in breaking it;if they ſay fattum valet,let them conſider if 
they have no bercer reaſon to ſay firrs non debuir, 

2+ It is moſt ſcriouſly to be conſidered , 1f there be not in the 
intrinſical frame of the Covenant that with which God was 
- not well-pleafed. - Such a'folemn Oath and Covenant , being a 
moſt ſolemn profeſſion before God of what men did own iti 
Religion, and profefiedly intended for the greateſt mutual afſu- 
rance of men entring init, (one to another ) ſhonld have been - 
Fam'd io-moſtfiric, plain and ſpecifical termes. Bur , this /v+ 


be : of : lon League , &c. Was purpoſely fram'd in general and homo- | 
= = | mwymontrermes, ſuch as (by che expreflions } lexverh room for 
- - -., -all-the, ScMaries inthe Ile-(if they will Duc profeſs*eo'own | 
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own'exch onethoir own way , ant yee 
the Covcnane ,' ſack is the-generaliry of the tetmes of it ; that 
ſevecal ſorrs of Seftaries may fight in ehieir ſeveral faions one 

zinft pnother, all prerending the Covenant, 'there Geing no dis 
fimaſpecifical cermes inthe Covenant; wherttpog ſotne could 
implead others as guilty. of breach; und did nor the SeRarizh 
Armite, when they invaded Scot/anu, pretendthe Covenantand 


| keeping of it', and thercnpon- there wete high appeals rhade to 
heaven? - Will nor alt, or moſt 'of them; own che ſetter of the 


Covenants which only ſecgns clear: apniyftPoperyaril Preficy; 
2nd for a violent excirpation' of ebis? ' Then there was no 
ſecurity in that Covenant for preſerving Presbytery in Scor/and 3 
the Presbytery not being once n#med,only the matrer is wrapped 
op in a general,. We ſhall: preferve the Reformed Ret 
che Church of $cor/and in-DoRrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and 
Goverment againſt 687 commonienemies ; Tefor met Retigioy, 
and againſt commen enemies; Not Independent or Separatiff, 
but might ſay, be would preſerve the-Reformed Religion, &c- 
in Scor/and, albeit he thought nor Predbytery to be coy part of. 
Reformed Religion or Goverrithent, zrid although He oiſndcd tb 
d6 againſtit' himſelf; only, if 'be would preſerveir cit thould 
be to hold off what he'apprehended worſer, he would preſerye 


ir apainſt ebe common enemies," | Neither is there ſecurity' | "i 


that Covenant for reforming England, accordiogto'the pat 
ay Wwas"defired' by us. Wasthere hot more polity thei pie: 
in this, to endeavour the ſoldering and holy ful of ſo mia 
ſeveral parties united againſt Epiſcopacy © 'yer,, ſotting anjobp 
themſelves, like-the iron 2nd clay rows of ' Nebnebadrenar's 
image, and ready to break one apon/ another -(afl ander pretence 
of the Covenant) as it cleatly cxriie to capt ue 
be, ſach/is the vanity: of hamaneſpolicity, tiſoundWayes of 
uniting, tending to the begetting, in end; of preiter diſttsRions 
And the Covenant being of purpoſe framed in genera} cerme, 
for = _ part, L... foro parties mi; A hid 
ainſt Prelacy owned by the Ring'; ifiriho Mil :6wnec 
proud prove. i berrer - their * pe tu | Whitbiry, 
Partics; #ll-pleading'their keoping of their Covenant, and yer 
ATE. | 
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ny agrecing ohewich aodeher inthe ſpecifical euſe aheteol] 
and -fome*of -cthe' wayes of theſe RR NT | &. 
much worſe- (1n-thejudgmenrof rightdiſcerners }-then Prelacy 

1s,, or may be thought to -be by ſome. [1 It would beTerioufly 
pondred, whether this way of a-ſtudied indiſtinineſs, generg= 
lity.and homooymie in-che:terms of the-Gorenanc,! for ſtrengrh- 
Ning a party- ag4inſt' ſome-one thing, ; was acceptable to-God? 
And, whether che.,.blood of our Countrey-men, thould have 
- ' been caſt away -in ſuch uncertain terms 2 + It will be faid, 
— The Covenant. is-clear-endugh againſt Epiſcopacy ,'/let. us keep 
x ' tt. in the clear-and true ſenſe: of it, whateyer Coubtfulneſs be 
otherwayes. '. But to ſay 'nothing of this that we-have ſhew- 
ed above, bow unclear it: is againſt the Epiſcopacy- eſtabliſh- 
ed. now. in. Scotland (however clear ;it be as intended again(t 
the Engliſh frame ) were-it not betterito lay afide (when-now 
it,.is diſclaimed by King and. Parliament and all perſops of 


if) 


4 7 oh 
ASEIEEY 
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bo; truſt in the. Land) an humane, form, which, in: reſpe of the 
* Compoſure of ir, is apt to be,: hath. been, and is like-to be 
= a ſeminary of varieties 'of parties (all (pleading it) and worſe 
- - <yils then Peclacy -.is/imagin'd-to be, then ſtill,» eo.own it, 


aheo 2s authentick: exponers of the ſenſe of it,» /who-:mighe 

; teprove:falle pretenders: to; the keeping of it; cannot be had x 

- Neither while they were tin. being, could | agree* amongſt 
themſclves ancne .che. ſenſe; of it; -25 may. be (cen in the Par- 

| Tamene of Z»g/ands, bafling-. the: Scotiſh. .* Commiſſioners 

Declaration. .4*x9.. 1647-.- and: - other Papers. -:}Gog;..bath 4 

ZYiyev .\ the -children, of ,men- work- trough: to. be; exerciſed 4* 

in his boly-.Word,..-which certainly, in- bis inteodment, hath ; 

_ but ohe..true; ſenſe, (howbeir mans blindneſs: often perceiveth 
it not) It is-a needleſs labour tc be taken vp-with humane 
Forras - (purpoſely , contrived | jn-.general, rerms for taking in 4 
| TANG f known contrary. ſenſe; 20d judgment): whith | will 4 
(if -own'd )- prove: apples,; of + contention- in the preſent-and 

. ſucceeding Generations. ..;--.,;- © -» "EY 
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